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Happy New Year... and welcome  ÔÏ 37')"- .ÕÍÂÅÒ ρςȣ Contents: 

 A scattering of Anglo-American weddings from around south Wales drawing 

(mainly) upon contemporary newspapers, especially the Pontypridd Observer. 

 Thanks to Avice Wilson from New Jersey ï but originally from Chippenham, 

England ï for her considered thoughts on some of the experiences of the GI 

Bride and the GI Groom: Pages 8&9.  

 On Saturday January 21st I am due to speak about the American Presence 

in south Wales during WW2, with the theme of how ñYanksò and the Locals 

(Brits/Welsh) got on with each other. The venue is St Davidôs Hall, Cardiff. 

The good news is the talk (20mins or so) is free. It gets better ï there are free 

refreshments! Hopefully this ñeventò will be a taster for a Celtic Learners 

Network Saturday School in March. The ñbadò news is that that will cost a few 

ÃÃÃôs! 

 Mrs Phyllis Thompson wrote to me in 1997é See Page 3. 

 My thanks to Mr Terry Spierling of Barry for drawing my attention to the local 

wedding below. A local wedding, but the bride was from just over the water in 

England. Why might she marry here and not in her home village? During the 

war many marriages took place away from the brideôs home ï for whatever 

reason. It does make computing the true number of Barry GI Brides 

somewhat interesting. 

 

Friday 5th November, 1943 

HARDY ï LOCKYER  

The marriage took place at Holton Road Methodist Church on Wednesday of last 

week of Mr Lawrence Beeman Hardy, US Army, son of Mr and Mrs T Hardy of 

Meridian, Mississippi, USA, and Miss Ann Jocelyn Lockyer, daughter of Mr and 

Mrs J Lockyer of Mark, Somerset. The Rev. Hepworth officiated at the ceremony. 



SWGIBM January 2012  NUMBER 12  

3 

 

 

Welcome Feedbacké 

Glenn, I always look at all your magazines and am amazed at what you find and dig up. 

Love it. ð Paul in Canada 

é Happy to find the latest installment from Barry.  You're providing quite a historical 

service, so it would be wonderful if other communities would use your example.  Our 

Black Hills region had Italian and German prisoners of war, but that's as close as we got.  

ð Brad in South Dakota 

 

Mrs PHYLLIS M. THOMPSON 

Lived in Mansfield, Ohio, USA 

 

ñI met my husband, Master Sergeant Paul Thompson, in Pontypridd in 1944 at the 

YMCA which at that time was open to service people.  I was stationed nearby at the 

Royal Air Force hospital at Church Village. I was a WAAF. My husband was in the 

793rd Military Police Battalion; they had just arrived from Scotland and were billeted 

in a church. After a short while he was sent, I believe, to Caerphilly and eventually 

spent the rest of his duty (in the UK) at Fairwater, Cardiff. From there he went to 

northern France, the Rhineland and Belgium.  

 

We were married at St Lukeôs Church, Cowbridge Road, Cardiff, on January 5th 1946. 

I came to the USA, not on one of the Queens, but on an Army Transport, the Henry 

Gibbons, I left May 21st and landed in New York on May 31st.  

 

I have been home several times, the last being two year ago (1995) and that was an 

organised bus tour, but passed through Cardiff for two nights where I met a few of my 

remaining relatives for dinner.ò 

 

Sadly, Paul Thompson passed away in 1992. I have not been in contact with Mrs 

Thompson since 1997. 
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30 th  March, 1946  

 

NB Chippenham which is 

Avice Wilsonôs home 

town (See Pages 8&9) 

GRIMES ï SMITH  


