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A War Bride’s Story 

By Lacy Roberts 

Lori Brix called our message line some months back to 
share her mother’s marvelous story. Joan Greenham 
Showfety was a young woman when she met a young 
American soldier, stationed in England during World War 
II. They married, and in 1946, she crossed the Atlantic to 
join him in North Carolina. She was one of thousands of 
young women to arrive in the United States aboard the 
Queen Mary (and a few other ships commissioned by the 
US Army) to join their new husbands in the United States 
in the months following the end of the war.  

When we wrote her to see if she had any images, she 
responded with a wonderful collection of images of her 
mother and documents from the Queen Mary. 

 

“The newspaper clipping was taken on Joan’s first day in 

Greensboro, NC–her new home. She said they arrived in 

Greensboro from New York by train at about 2 in the 

morning. They went her husband’s brother and sister-in-

laws, where they were going to live while they got settled 

in. Two of her sister-in-laws rustled her out of bed early 

the next morning to take her shopping. Everything she has 

on in the picture was purchased by her sister-in-laws so 

she would have something to wear to church on the 

following day.” 

Joan Greenham Showfety, received this Order from the 
US Army at her home in England.  She arrived in New 
York Harbor on March 1st 1946. 
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A welcome note from the captain of the Queen Mary. 
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